LinkedlIn: Basic (Free) vs. Premium Career

Category

Free Account (Basic)

PRICING

Premium Career Account

SEARCH
Basic search filters (people,
companies, jobs)

Search Filters &
Results

Limited to 1,000 search results

and 3rd-degree connections

WHO'S VIEWED YOUR PROFILE

Can see last 3-5 profile viewers
(from past 90 days)

Basic viewer information only
Viewer History
No analytics or trends

JOB SEARCH

Basic job search, can apply to
posted positions

Limited salary insights
Job Search Features

Restricted profile previews for 2nd

Cost Free $30/ month or $240 / year
Free Trial N/A 30-day free trial available for new subscribers
Gifting N/A Can gift 2 months of Premium to another member

(if they haven't received a gift before)

Advanced search filters (connections, location,
current/past companies, industries, seniority, etc.)

Unlimited search results (up to 2,500 results per search)
Enhanced profile previews outside your network

Company insights and competitive intelligence

See profile viewers from past 90 days

Can filter viewer list by company, industry, location, or
date range

Viewer trend graphs and analytics

"Interesting viewers" feature highlights recruiters and
industry leaders

Detailed salary data and pay range insights for
negotiating offers

Applicant insights — see how you compare to other
candidates who applied

Direct messaging to recruiters via InMail

Interview preparation tools

N/A

Application Visibility
Badge

After you apply, a "Featured Applicant" badge appears
on your submission in LinkedIn’s recruiter view, placing
you above non-Premium applicants in the list.

Note: visible only in LinkedIn’s recruiter interface — not in
external ATS systems used by most large employers.

N/A
Best-Fit Job Filter

Filter identifies postings where your profile ranks
strongly against current applicants — helps you focus
onroles where you’re most competitive.

Low-Competition Job N/A
Filter

Advanced filter to find jobs with fewer than 10
applicants —for targeting less saturated postings.

N/A
Al Career Coach

Al Career Coach (added in 2026) provides real-time
profile critiques against specific job descriptions and
personalized job search guidance.
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Category Free Account (Basic) Premium Career Account

INVITATIONS (Connection Requests)

Weekly Limit 100 connection requests/week (400/month limit)
Personal Notes on Only 5 per month with a personal All 100 per week can include a personal note
Invitations note (200 characters) (800 characters)
INMAIL (Message Non-Connections)
Cannot send InMail to non- 5 InMail credits/month

connections .
Credits roll over and accumulate up to 15 total (on a

Cannot send follow-up InMail rolling 90-day basis)

(Premium-only feature)

InMail Credits Credit restored if recipient replies

Credit depleted if you send or delete an unanswered
InMail

Can send follow-up / second InMail messages

DIRECT MESSAGING

Unlimited messaging to 1st-degree | Unlimited messaging to 1st-degree connections

: connections . . .
Messaging Must use InMail credits for non-connections

Cannot message hon-connections

Group Membership Can join and participate in up to 100 LinkedIn groups

10 free messages/week to non- Same 10 free messages/week as Free
connected group members

(~40/month, across ALL groups After limit is reached, can use InMail credits (5/month)

to continue messaging group members

Messaging Non- combined)

Connected Group Messages land in recipient’s

Members "Message Request" section — may
not be seen

Once weekly limit is reached,
cannot send more until next week

Limited visibility to group member Full visibility of all group member profiles

profiles Advanced search filters within groups (find members by
Group Search & Cannot use advanced search criteria)
Visibility filters within groups

Can see 2nd and 3rd degree connection paths to other
Cannot see connection paths to group members
other group members

LEARNING & CAREER DEVELOPMENT

Access to some basic LinkedIn Full access to 16,000+ LinkedIn Learning courses

posts and articles only Personalized learning paths
LinkedIn Learning

Certificates of completion (displayable on profile)

Al-powered coaching and skill-gap recommendations
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